Some T tf ish you would find some way of making a drawing of chances Maud Gonnc,3 Yeats wrote to me of his great friend, who had played an active part in the rebellion. 'No artist has ever drawn her. And just now she looks magnificent, 1 cannot imagine anything but an air-raid that would bring her to London, She might come to see the spectacle. Do you ever go to Dublin?'
I had met Maud Gonnc in the clays of her great beauty and had seen her in Dublin during my visit there in 1922; she was then still hard and bitter in her hatred of England; she could not forgive the executions of her friends, As Yeats f wrote, only an attack on London would tempt her to set foot on English soil. Yet there was something noble in her nature which went with the imposing presence. But I could scarcely go so far as Dublin to make the drawing.
I was sad to have missed a chance of drawing Admiral Sir William Fisher, who as Admiral of the Mediterranean Fleet had his headquarters at Plymouth, and came rarely to London. Lady Fisher asked me down to Plymouth for a week-end, at a time, unfortunately, when I was engaged, but I arranged to go a fortnight later. Then came the news of the Admiral's sudden death. I deeply regretted that I had put off the sittings. 1 feel it a crime that he was never painted nor drawn, so often talked of and wished and anticipated/ wrote Lady Fisher.
It fell to me to paint a portrait of Austen Chamberlain as Chancellor of Reading University. I had wished him more suitably dressed for the part; a stiff collar and tie with pearl pin and white slip to his waistcoat, fitted ill with the gilt and rich silk of the Chancellor's robes; bands would have been more suitable. The Chancellors at Oxford and Cambridge when officiating at university functions would likewise appear more seemly in knee breeches and shoes. Lord Baldwin at the head of a Cambridge procession in morning-coat and trousers, while his robes are held up by pages, might as fitly have his pipe in his mouth, Seemly ceremonial still appertains to the Law; why should it not to learning? 294